Mexico: the most dangerous country for journalists

The number of journalists killed worldwide increased significantly in 2022. UNESCO reported
the deaths of 86 journalists last year, with 19 killed in Mexico, followed by 10 in Ukraine and 9 in Haiti.
(¥ An average of 58 journalists were killed from 2019 to 2021.)

Mexico has been the most dangerous country for journalists outside war zones for a long time, but the
journalist killings in 2022 have tripled compared to the previous year. In addition to killings, Mexican
journalists have also been victims of other forms of violence, such as enforced disappearance, kidnapping,
arbitrary detention, legal harassment and digital violence, with women particularly being targeted.
UNESCO said, “Nearly half of the journalists were targeted (Dwhile off duty. Some were attacked
while traveling, while others were at home, in parking lots or in other public places when they were killed.
There are no safe places for journalists, even in their spare time."

The slain journalists had some characteristics in common that put them at risk. Many worked for
small, independent, often online-only media outlets, some of which are published only on Facebook.
That’s why they don’t have any institutional support or physical protection.

According to the U.K. media “Open Democracy”, freelance reporters in Mexico often receive 50 pesos
(about $2.46) an article, while those on the payroll have monthly salaries of only 5,000 pesos ($245). This

means that to make a living, they must work for three or four outlets with no @employee benefits, such

as health or housing insurance. Some of them have to do other jobs such as driving cabs, selling tacos, or

delivering food.
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Why are so many journalists being killed in Mexico?

@ The Mexican government has failed in protecting the journalists. On the contrary, in some cases,
politicians have been the biggest threat to them. The journalists have been targeted because they have
investigated sensitive topics such as the corruption of the local government, or the connections between
organized crime and government officials, police, and the military.

The figures of the killings of the journalists are shocking: from 2000 to date, 153 journalists have been

murdered in Mexico, 141 men and 12 women. (2)“As of August 30th, 2022, at least three journalists have

been murdered in retaliation for their reporting,” CPJ, the Committee to Protect Journalists, said.

In addition, @the levels of impunity are quite high in Mexico, where only 7 out of every 100

intentional homicides committed in the last six years have led to convictions. Jan-Albert Hootsen, the
Mexico representative of the CPdJ, also said, “In Mexico, even if you hurt a reporter, there is a very small
chance you will be arrested, and an even smaller chance you will be sentenced to jail.”

@ And the drug cartels use journalist murders as scare tactics to silence journalists and send messages

to politicians. In this way, @the vicious cycle never stops.
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Mexican President Obrador’s Weekly ‘Lie of the Week’

Press and human rights organizations have criticized Mexican President Obrador’s weekly ‘contest’
that translates as &)‘Lie of the Week.” Each week at his daily press conference, President Obrador

presents a few news articles which he feels are unfair. Some experts say, “The practice intimidates
journalists in a country that already has a high level of violence against them.”

The president’s spokesman defended Obrador’s effort, saying; “The Mexican government seeks to
reduce the damage caused by disinformation and lies. It is not to discredit journalists or news outlets.
This allows the public to form their own opinion, and strengthens democracy.”

“What is happening in my country is a human rights emergency,” a Mexican journalist Anabel
Hernandez told Al Jazeera. She has repeatedly said, “If Mexico has the world’s most powerful drug
cartels, why is the country so poor? The profits don’t stay in Mexico and create jobs there. These profits

go to other parts of the world and create jobs and wealth elsewhere. (©The problem cannot be solved

locally in Mexico. Something must be done at the international level." Hernandez, born 1971, has

investigated drug trafficking in her home country. She currently lives in exile, after death threats were

directed at her and her children.
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1) Mexico has been the most dangerous country for journalists outside war zones for a long time.

2) This means that to make a living, they must work for three or four media outlets with no employee
benefits, such as health or housing insurance.

3 ) The journalists have been targeted because they have investigated sensitive topics such as the
corruption of the local government, or the connections between organized crime and government officials.

4 ) Each week at his daily press conference, President Obrador presents

|a few news articles| which (he feels) are unfair.
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